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Introduction

Water shortages during drought would likely curtail or eliminate economic activity in business
and industries reliant on water. For example, without water farmers cannot irrigate; refineries cannot
produce gasoline, and paper mills cannot make paper. Unreliable water supplies would not only have an
immediate and real impact on existing businesses and industry, but they could also adversely affect
economic development in Texas. From a social perspective, water supply reliability is critical as well.
Shortages would disrupt activity in homes, schools and government and could adversely affect public
health and safety. For all of the above reasons, it is important to analyze and understand how restricted
water supplies during drought could affect communities throughout the state.

Administrative rules require that regional water planning groups evaluate the impacts of not
meeting water needs as part of the regional water planning process, and rules direct TWDB staff to
provide technical assistance: “The executive administrator shall provide available technical assistance to
the regional water planning groups, upon request, on water supply and demand analysis, including
methods to evaluate the social and economic impacts of not meeting needs” [(§357.7 (4)(A)]. Staff of the
TWDB'’s Water Resources Planning Division designed and conducted this report in support of the Brazos G
Regional Water Planning Group (Region G).

This document summarizes the results of our analysis and discusses the methodology used to
generate the results. Section 1 outlines the overall methodology and discusses approaches and
assumptions specific to each water use category (i.e., irrigation, livestock, mining, steam-electric,
municipal and manufacturing). Section 2 presents the results for each category where shortages are
reported at the regional planning area level and river basin level. Results for individual water user groups
are not presented, but are available upon request.

1. Methodology

Section 1 provides a general overview of how economic and social impacts were measured. In
addition, it summarizes important clarifications, assumptions and limitations of the study.

1.1 Economic Impacts of Water Shortages

1.1.1 General Approach

Economic analysis as it relates to water resources planning generally falls into two broad areas.
Supply side analysis focuses on costs and alternatives of developing new water supplies or implementing
programs that provide additional water from current supplies. Demand side analysis concentrates on
impacts or benefits of providing water to people, businesses and the environment. Analysis in this report
focuses strictly on demand side impacts. When analyzing the economic impacts of water shortages as
defined in Texas water planning, three potential scenarios are possible:

1) Scenario 1 involves situations where there are physical shortages of raw surface or groundwater
due to drought of record conditions. For example, City A relies on a reservoir with average
conservation storage of 500 acre-feet per year and a firm yield of 100 acre feet. In 2010, the city
uses about 50 acre-feet per year, but by 2030 their demands are expected to increase to 200



acre-feet. Thus, in 2030 the reservoir would not have enough water to meet the city’s demands,
and people would experience a shortage of 100 acre-feet assuming drought of record conditions.
Under normal or average climatic conditions, the reservoir would likely be able to provide
reliable water supplies well beyond 2030.

2) Scenario 2 is a situation where despite drought of record conditions, water supply sources can
meet existing use requirements; however, limitations in water infrastructure would preclude
future water user groups from accessing these water supplies. For example, City B relies on a
river that can provide 500 acre-feet per year during drought of record conditions and other
constraints as dictated by planning assumptions. In 2010, the city is expected to use an estimated
100 acre-feet per year and by 2060 it would require no more than 400 acre-feet. But the intake
and pipeline that currently transfers water from the river to the city’s treatment plant has a
capacity of only 200 acre-feet of water per year. Thus, the city’s water supplies are adequate
even under the most restrictive planning assumptions, but their conveyance system is too small.
This implies that at some point — perhaps around 2030 - infrastructure limitations would
constrain future population growth and any associated economic activity or impacts.

3) Scenario 3 involves water user groups that rely primarily on aquifers that are being depleted. In
this scenario, projected and in some cases existing demands may be unsustainable as
groundwater levels decline. Areas that rely on the Ogallala aquifer are a good example. In some
communities in the region, irrigated agriculture forms a major base of the regional economy.
With less irrigation water from the Ogallala, population and economic activity in the region could
decline significantly assuming there are no offsetting developments.

Assessing the social and economic effects of each of the above scenarios requires various levels
and methods of analysis and would generate substantially different results for a number of reasons; the
most important of which has to do with the time frame of each scenario. Scenario 1 falls into the general
category of static analysis. This means that models would measure impacts for a small interval of time
such as a drought. Scenarios 2 and 3, on the other hand imply a dynamic analysis meaning that models
are concerned with changes over a much longer time period.

Since administrative rules specify that planning analysis be evaluated under drought of record
conditions (a static and random event), socioeconomic impact analysis developed by the TWDB for the
state water plan is based on assumptions of Scenario 1. Estimated impacts under scenario 1 are point
estimates for years in which needs are reported (2010, 2020, 2030, 2040, 2050 and 2060). They are
independent and distinct “what if” scenarios for a particular year and shortages are assumed to be
temporary events resulting from drought of record conditions. Estimated impacts measure what would
happen if water user groups experience water shortages for a period of one year.

The TWDB recognize that dynamic models may be more appropriate for some water user groups;
however, combining approaches on a statewide basis poses several problems. For one, it would require a
complex array of analyses and models, and might require developing supply and demand forecasts under
“normal” climatic conditions as opposed to drought of record conditions. Equally important is the notion
that combining the approaches would produce inconsistent results across regions resulting in a so-called
“apples to oranges” comparison.

A variety tools are available to estimate economic impacts, but by far, the most widely used
today are input-output models (I0 models) combined with social accounting matrices (SAMs). Referred to
as I0/SAM models, these tools formed the basis for estimating economic impacts for agriculture
(irrigation and livestock water uses) and industry (manufacturing, mining, steam-electric and commercial
business activity for municipal water uses).



Since the planning horizon extends through 2060, economic variables in the baseline are
adjusted in accordance with projected changes in demographic and economic activity. Growth rates for
municipal water use sectors (i.e., commercial, residential and institutional) are based on TWDB population
forecasts. Future values for manufacturing, agriculture, and mining and steam-electric activity are based
on the same underlying economic forecasts used to estimate future water use for each category.

The following steps outline the overall process.
Step 1: Generate I0/SAM Models and Develop Economic Baseline

I0/SAM models were estimated using propriety software known as IMPLAN PRO™ (Impact for
Planning Analysis). IMPLAN is a modeling system originally developed by the U.S. Forestry Service in the
late 1970s. Today, the Minnesota IMPLAN Group (MIG Inc.) owns the copyright and distributes data and
software. It is probably the most widely used economic impact model in existence. IMPLAN comes with
databases containing the most recently available economic data from a variety of sources. Using IMPLAN
software and data, transaction tables conceptually similar to the one discussed previously were estimated
for each county in the region and for the region as a whole. Each transaction table contains 528 economic
sectors and allows one to estimate a variety of economic statistics including:

=  total sales - total production measured by sales revenues;
= intermediate sales - sales to other businesses and industries within a given region;
= final sales — sales to end users in a region and exports out of a region;

= employment - number of full and part-time jobs (annual average) required by a given industry
including self-employment;

= regional income - total payroll costs (wages and salaries plus benefits) paid by industries,
corporate income, rental income and interest payments; and

= business taxes - sales, excise, fees, licenses and other taxes paid during normal operation of an
industry (does not include income taxes).

TWDB analysts developed an economic baseline containing each of the above variables using
year 2000 data. Since the planning horizon extends through 2060, economic variables in the baseline
were allowed to change in accordance with projected changes in demographic and economic activity.
Growth rates for municipal water use sectors (i.e., commercial, residential and institutional) are based on
TWDB population forecasts. Projections for manufacturing, agriculture, and mining and steam-electric
activity are based on the same underlying economic forecasts used to estimate future water use for each
category. Monetary impacts in future years are reported in constant year 2006 dollars.

It is important to stress that employment, income and business taxes are the most useful
variables when comparing the relative contribution of an economic sector to a regional economy. Total
sales as reported in 10/SAM models are less desirable and can be misleading because they include sales to
other industries in the region for use in the production of other goods. For example, if a mill buys grain
from local farmers and uses it to produce feed, sales of both the processed feed and raw corn are counted

"The IMPLAN database consists of national level technology matrices based on benchmark input-output accounts generated by the
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis and estimates of final demand, final payments, industry output and employment for various
economic sectors. IMPLAN regional data (i.e. states, a counties or groups of counties within a state) are divided into two basic
categories: 1) data on an industry basis including value-added, output and employment, and 2) data on a commodity basis including
final demands and institutional sales. State-level data are balanced to national totals using a matrix ratio allocation system and
county data are balanced to state totals.



as “output” in an 10 model. Thus, total sales double-count or overstate the true economic value of goods
and services produced in an economy. They are not consistent with commonly used measures of output
such as Gross National Product (GNP), which counts only final sales.

Another important distinction relates to terminology. Throughout this report, the term sector
refers to economic subdivisions used in the IMPLAN database and resultant input-output models (528
individual sectors based on Standard Industrial Classification Codes). In contrast, the phrase water use
category refers to water user groups employed in state and regional water planning including irrigation,
livestock, mining, municipal, manufacturing and steam electric. Each IMPLAN sector was assigned to a
specific water use category.

Step 2: Estimate Direct and Indirect Economic Impacts of Water Needs

Direct impacts are reductions in output by sectors experiencing water shortages. For example,
without adequate cooling and process water a refinery would have to curtail or cease operation, car
washes may close, or farmers may not be able to irrigate and sales revenues fall. Indirect impacts involve
changes in inter-industry transactions as supplying industries respond to decreased demands for their
services, and how seemingly non-related businesses are affected by decreased incomes and spending due
to direct impacts. For example, if a farmer ceases operations due to a lack of irrigation water, they would
likely reduce expenditures on supplies such as fertilizer, labor and equipment, and businesses that provide
these goods would suffer as well.

Direct impacts accrue to immediate businesses and industries that rely on water and without
water industrial processes could suffer. However, output responses may vary depending upon the
severity of shortages. A small shortage relative to total water use would likely have a minimal impact, but
large shortages could be critical. For example, farmers facing small shortages might fallow marginally
productive acreage to save water for more valuable crops. Livestock producers might employ emergency
culling strategies, or they may consider hauling water by truck to fill stock tanks. In the case of
manufacturing, a good example occurred in the summer of 1999 when Toyota Motor Manufacturing
experienced water shortages at a facility near Georgetown, Kentucky.2 As water levels in the Kentucky
River fell to historic lows due to drought, plant managers sought ways to curtail water use such as
reducing rinse operations to a bare minimum and recycling water by funneling it from paint shops to
boilers. They even considered trucking in water at a cost of 10 times what they were paying. Fortunately,
rains at the end of the summer restored river levels, and Toyota managed to implement cutbacks without
affecting production, but it was a close call. If rains had not replenished the river, shortages could have
severely reduced output.3

To account for uncertainty regarding the relative magnitude of impacts to farm and business
operations, the following analysis employs the concept of elasticity. Elasticity is a number that shows how
a change in one variable will affect another. In this case, it measures the relationship between a
percentage reduction in water availability and a percentage reduction in output. For example, an elasticity
of 1.0 indicates that a 1.0 percent reduction in water availability would result in a 1.0 percent reduction in

* Royal, W. “High And Dry - Industrial Centers Face Water Shortages.” in Industry Week, Sept, 2000.

® The efforts described above are not planned programmatic or long-term operational changes. They are emergency measures that
individuals might pursue to alleviate what they consider a temporary condition. Thus, they are not characteristic of long-term
management strategies designed to ensure more dependable water supplies such as capital investments in conservation technology
or development of new water supplies.



economic output. An elasticity of 0.50 would indicate that for every 1.0 percent of unavailable water,
output is reduced by 0.50 percent and so on. Output elasticities used in this study are:’

= if water needs are 0 to 5 percent of total water demand, no corresponding reduction in output is
assumed;

= if water needs are 5 to 30 percent of total water demand, for each additional one percent of
water need that is not met, there is a corresponding 0.50 percent reduction in output;

= if water needs are 30 to 50 percent of total water demand, for each additional one percent of
water need that is not met, there is a corresponding 0.75 percent reduction in output; and

= if water needs are greater than 50 percent of total water demand, for each additional one
percent of water need that is not met, there is a corresponding 1.0 percent (i.e., a proportional

reduction).

In some cases, elasticities are adjusted depending upon conditions specific to a given water user
group.

Once output responses to water shortages were estimated, direct impacts to total sales,
employment, regional income and business taxes were derived using regional level economic multipliers
estimating using I0/SAM models. The formula for a given IMPLAN sector is:

Di,t = Qi,t *, si,t * EQ* RFD; * DM iQL1,T)
where:
D;: = direct economic impact to sector i in period t
Q. = total sales for sector i in period t in an affected county
RFD;, = ratio of final demand to total sales for sector i for a given region
Si+ = water shortage as percentage of total water use in period t
Eq = elasticity of output and water use
DM, 1) = direct output multiplier coefficients for labor (L), income (I) and taxes (T) for sector i.
Secondary impacts were derived using the same formula used to estimate direct impacts;

however, indirect multiplier coefficients are used. Methods and assumptions specific to each water use
sector are discussed in Sections 1.1.2 through 1.1.4.

* Elasticities are based on one of the few empirical studies that analyze potential relationships between economic output and water
shortages in the United States. The study, conducted in California, showed that a significant number of industries would suffer
reduced output during water shortages. Using a survey based approach researchers posed two scenarios to different industries. In
the first scenario, they asked how a 15 percent cutback in water supply lasting one year would affect operations. In the second
scenario, they asked how a 30 percent reduction lasting one year would affect plant operations. In the case of a 15 percent shortage,
reported output elasticities ranged from 0.00 to 0.76 with an average value of 0.25. For a 30 percent shortage, elasticities ranged
from 0.00 to 1.39 with average of 0.47. For further information, see, California Urban Water Agencies, “Cost of Industrial Water
Shortages,” Spectrum Economics, Inc. November, 1991.



General Assumptions and Clarification of the Methodology

As with any attempt to measure and quantify human activities at a societal level, assumptions
are necessary and every model has limitations. Assumptions are needed to maintain a level of generality
and simplicity such that models can be applied on several geographic levels and across different economic
sectors. In terms of the general approach used here several clarifications and cautions are warranted:

1. Shortages as reported by regional planning groups are the starting point for socioeconomic
analyses.

2. Estimated impacts are point estimates for years in which needs are reported (i.e., 2010, 2020,
2030, 2040, 2050 and 2060).They are independent and distinct “what if” scenarios for each
particular year and water shortages are assumed to be temporary events resulting from severe
drought conditions combined with infrastructure limitations. In other words, growth occurs and
future shocks are imposed on an economy at 10-year intervals and resultant impacts are
measured. Given, that reported figures are not cumulative in nature, it is inappropriate to sum
impacts over the entire planning horizon. Doing so, would imply that the analysis predicts that
drought of record conditions will occur every ten years in the future, which is not the case.
Similarly, authors of this report recognize that in many communities needs are driven by
population growth, and in the future total population will exceed the amount of water available
due to infrastructure limitations, regardless of whether or not there is a drought. This implies
that infrastructure limitations would constrain economic growth. However, since needs as
defined by planning rules are based upon water supply and demand under the assumption of
drought of record conditions, it improper to conduct economic analysis that focuses on growth
related impacts over the planning horizon. Figures generated from such an analysis would
presume a 50-year drought of record, which is unrealistic. Estimating lost economic activity
related to constraints on population and commercial growth due to lack of water would require
developing water supply and demand forecasts under “normal” or “most likely” future climatic
conditions.

3.  While useful for planning purposes, this study is not a benefit-cost analysis. Benefit cost analysis
is a tool widely used to evaluate the economic feasibility of specific policies or projects as
opposed to estimating economic impacts of unmet water needs. Nevertheless, one could include
some impacts measured in this study as part of a benefit cost study if done so properly. Since this
is not a benefit cost analysis, future impacts are not weighted differently. In other words,
estimates are not discounted. If used as a measure of economic benefits, one should incorporate
a measure of uncertainty into the analysis. In this type of analysis, a typical method of
discounting future values is to assign probabilities of the drought of record recurring again in a
given year, and weight monetary impacts accordingly. This analysis assumes a probability of one.

4. 10 multipliers measure the strength of backward linkages to supporting industries (i.e., those
who sell inputs to an affected sector). However, multipliers say nothing about forward linkages
consisting of businesses that purchase goods from an affected sector for further processing. For
example, ranchers in many areas sell most of their animals to local meat packers who process
animals into a form that consumers ultimately see in grocery stores and restaurants. Multipliers
do not capture forward linkages to meat packers, and since meat packers sell livestock purchased
from ranchers as “final sales,” multipliers for the ranching sector do fully account for all losses to
a region’s economy. Thus, as mentioned previously, in some cases closely linked sectors were
moved from one water use category to another.

5. Cautions regarding interpretations of direct and secondary impacts are warranted. |IO/SAM
multipliers are based on "fixed-proportion production functions,” which basically means that
input use - including labor - moves in lockstep fashion with changes in levels of output. In a



scenario where output (i.e., sales) declines, losses in the immediate sector or supporting sectors
could be much less than predicted by an I0/SAM model for several reasons. For one, businesses
will likely expect to continue operating so they might maintain spending on inputs for future use;
or they may be under contractual obligations to purchase inputs for an extended period
regardless of external conditions. Also, employers may not lay-off workers given that
experienced labor is sometimes scarce and skilled personnel may not be readily available when
water shortages subside. Lastly people who lose jobs might find other employment in the region.
As a result, direct losses for employment and secondary losses in sales and employment should
be considered an upper bound. Similarly, since projected population losses are based on reduced
employment in the region, they should be considered an upper bound as well.

6. 10 models are static. Models and resultant multipliers are based upon the structure of the U.S.
and regional economies in 2006. In contrast, water shortages are projected to occur well into the
future. Thus, the analysis assumes that the general structure of the economy remains the same
over the planning horizon, and the farther out into the future we go, this assumption becomes
less reliable.

7. Impacts are annual estimates. If one were to assume that conditions persisted for more than one
year, figures should be adjusted to reflect the extended duration. The drought of record in most
regions of Texas lasted several years.

8. Monetary figures are reported in constant year 2006 dollars.

1.1.2 Impacts to Agriculture

Irrigated Crop Production

The first step in estimating impacts to irrigation required calculating gross sales for IMPLAN crop
sectors. Default IMPLAN data do not distinguish irrigated production from dry-land production. Once
gross sales were known other statistics such as employment and income were derived using IMPLAN
direct multiplier coefficients. Gross sales for a given crop are based on two data sources:

1) county-level statistics collected and maintained by the TWDB and the USDA Farm Services
Agency (FSA) including the number of irrigated acres by crop type and water application per
acre, and

2) regional-level data published by the Texas Agricultural Statistics Service (TASS) including
prices received for crops (marketing year averages), crop yields and crop acreages.

Crop categories used by the TWDB differ from those used in IMPLAN datasets. To maintain
consistency, sales and other statistics are reported using IMPLAN crop classifications. Table 1 shows the
TWDB crops included in corresponding IMPLAN sectors, and Table 2 summarizes acreage and estimated
annual water use for each crop classification (five-year average from 2003-2007). Table 3 displays
average (2003-2007) gross revenues per acre for IMPLAN crop categories.



Table 1: Crop Classifications Used in TWDB Water Use Survey and Corresponding IMPLAN Crop Sectors

IMPLAN Category TWDB Category

QOilseeds Soybeans and “other oil crops”

Grains Grain sorghum, corn, wheat and “other grain crops”

Vegetable and melons “Vegetables” and potatoes

Tree nuts Pecans

Fruits Citrus, vineyard and other orchard

Cotton Cotton

Sugarcane and sugar beets Sugarcane and sugar 